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Before the thermonuclear 
bomb, people had to live with 
the idea of their own deaths 
as individuals; from now on, 
humankind has to live with the 
idea of its death as a species. 
The bomb has given us the pow- 
er to commit geno-suicide. 

On November 18, 1978 in 
Jonestown, Guyana, 900 child- 
ren, women and men of the Peo- 
ple's Temple committed mass 
suicide. 
ranoid and religiously con- 
vinced of their action. We as. 
a nation explained the event 
mostly as a bizarre and demo- 
nic exception to the American 
‘way of life, the ‘workings of 
a mad man and those that fol- 
lowed him, another weird cult 
spawned on the California 
faults. The neurotics of ev- 
ery age force the mirror to 
our face. The people of Jones- 
town are us, and they have 
done what we are in prepara- 
tion of doing. We are produ- 
cing the instruments of glo- = 
bal suicide; even now we have 
enough nuclear fire power to 
turn this planet into a nova, 
an exploding star. We foster 
a nostalgic paranoia of Russia 
and legitimize our war thoughts 
and emotions with nationalis- 
tic convictions. And we, too, 
like the People's Temple, prac- 
tice for suicide; we turn our 
schools, churches, office 
buildings into bomb shelters, 
placeboes to ease the terror, 
Kool-aide to mask the bitter 
taste of cyanide. 


They were afraid, pa- , 


May, 35 Ae Hi. 


It is now 35 A.H. (after 
Hiroshima). . All our philoso- 
phies and theologies of the 
past have taken for granted 
the survival of the species, 
but that axiom ignited and 
burned in the firestorm of the 
Hiroshima bomb. Margaret Mead 
says of those who live in its 
fall-out: 

"The majority of those over 
25 have failed to grasp emo- 
tionally, however well they 
grasp intellectually, the dif- 


“ference between any war in. 


which no matter how terrible © 


the casualties, mankind will 
survive and one in which there 
will be no survivors. They 
continue to think that war 
fought with the most lethal 
weapons would just be a worst 
war, they still do not grasp 


by Gary Severin . 


the implications of scientific 
weapons of extinction." 

The thermonuclear bomb has 
made war obsolete, war can no 
longer be war, only a human 
holocaust. The act of Cain, 
that first act in which a wea- 
pon was raised by a man against 
his own kind, has been finally - 
exposed in this century ulti- 
mately as an act of suicide. We 
have reached the end, the ulti- 
mate reach of weaponry--a- wea-— 
pon so powerful that. when it . 
is used against another, it is 
used against oneself; a weapon 
so destructive it makes no dis- 
crimination between enemy and 
user, civilian or military, 
the present or the future. 

The bomb £S a gun with two 

barrels, one pointed to the 

heart of the enemy, the other 
strapped to the heart of the 
trigger puller. To shoot the 

enemy is to put a bullet in © 

one's own heart. Genocide is 

now: exposed, it has been sui- 

cide all along. : 

We once thought that it 
was either the enemy or us. 
Now it can only be the enemy 
and us. We are one after all. 
The bomb has brought us home. 
Christ is right, the only way 
to life is love of ones enemy; 
and in true human fashion we 
have come to the truth through 
the back door. 

We still might kill each 
and everyone off resisting the 
truth of it, in which case 
Jonestown is a foreshadowing 
of our own well-rehearsed sui- 
cide. 


WAR WITHOUT WINNERS 


[The following article was 
reprinted from the February, 
1979 Defense Monitor, a publi- 
cation of the Center for De- 
fense Information. The CDI, . 
directed by Rear Adm. Gene La- 
Roque, US Navy (Ret.), "Sup- . 
ports a strong defense but op- 
poses excessive expenditures 
or forces. It believes that 
strong social, economic and 
political structures contri- 
bute equally to national se- 
curity and are essential to 
the strength and welfare of 
our country." Subscriptions 
to the Monitor are available 
upon request from the Center 
for Defense Information, 122 
Maryland Ave. NE, Washington, 
D.C. 20002.) 


Q:. How many people might be 
killed in a nuclear war? 


A: Ata minimum, 140 million 
people in the United States 
and 113 million people in the 
Soviet Union would be killed 
in a major nuclear war. Almost 
three-quarters of their econo- 
mies would be destroyed. These 
estimates are from a recent 


study prepared by President 
Carter's National Security 
Council. 

A separate study. by the US 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency calculates that attacks 
limited to military and indus- 
trial targets would produce 
immediate US fatalities from 
105 to 130 million and Soviet 
fatalities of 80-95 million. 


Q@: What would other effects 
of nuclear war be? 
A: The soil, air, water, and 
food supplies would be heavily 
polluted by radioactive fallout 
and other debris from nuclear 
attack. People in the rest of 
the world would also be adverse- 
ly affected. RAdiation would 
poison vast stretches of the 
planet not directly involved. 
No part of the world would es- 
cape the ravages of a nuclear 
war. The threats of damage to 
the ozone layer and ecological 
disruption leave no assurance 
that the earth would remain ha- 
bitable for life as we know it. 
A massive attack with many 
large-scale nuclear explosions 
could cause such widespread 


and long-lasting damage that 
the attacking nation itself 
might suffer serious effects 
even if the country attacked 
did not retaliate. 


Q: Why would nuclear war be 
so destructive? 


A: Nuclear weapons have ex- 
traordinarily more explosive 
power than conventional wea- 
pons and if used the results 
would be catastrophic. For ex- 
ample, the biggest non-nuclear 
bomb used in World War II, the 
Grand Slam, had an explosive 
power of 11 tons of TINT. Today 
just one of the US Minuteman 
III missiles carries an explo- 
sive power equal to 510,000 
tons of TNT, or mere than 
45,000 times more powerful 
than the largest non-nuclear 
World War II bomb. Both the 
US and Soviet military forces 
have many weapons far more 
powerful than the US Minuteman 


-III missile. 


The radiation and intense 
heat generated by nuclear ex- 
plosions would produce massive 
destruction over prolonged per- 
iods that would be unpreceden- ~— ™ 


Discussions 


Cult and culture are the 
first two points in Peter Mau- 
rin's program for the Catholic 
Worker movement. Therefore, 
Mass is celebrated every Fri- 
day night (unless otherwise 
noted) at the Worker house, 
713 Indiana (one block north 
of University), at 8:00 PM. 


‘Following the liturgy, discus- 


sions take place (in Peter's 
phrase, "clarification of 
thought"). All are welcome. 
Upcoming discussions are as 
follows: 


May 30--Cuba and Haiti: an Ag- 
grarian Contrast, Mark 
Jamlin, AFSC. 


June 6--Sr. Diane Drufenbrock, 
Socialist Party; USA 
candidate for vice- 
‘president. 

June 13--The Catholic Worker 

and Hospitality, CW 
staff. 


June 20--No Mass, planning mtg. 
for SAC campaign, Oma- 
ha. 

June 27--"Guess Who's Coming 
for Breakfast," slide- 


show on multinationals 
and the third world. 


July 4--No Mass. 
July 11--to be announced. 


July 18--No Mass, Black Hillis 
‘ Survival Gathering. 


July 25--No Mass, Survival Ga- 
thering. 


August 1--The Gospel and Homo- 
sexuality, Harold 
Wells, Drake Campus 
Ministry. 


via pacis is saith 


lished by the Des Moines Cath- 
olic Worker Community, Box . 
4551, Des Moines, Iowa. 50306, 
telephone (515) 243-0765. Sub- 
scriptions are free upon re- 
quest. 


Community: Frank Cordaro, 
Steve Marsden, Lydia Caros, 
Bert Wilwerding. 


WAR WITHOUT WINNERS 


(cont.) 


ted in warfare. Temperatures 
many times hotter than the sun 
are produced by a nuclear wea- 
pon's detonation. Xe 


Q@: Won't deterrence prevent 
nuclear war? 


A: It is basic US policy to 
try to prevent nuclear war by 
reliance on deterrence: the 
maintenance of a strategic 
force such that any attacker 
knows that suchan attack would 
be followed by his own annihi- 
lation. But it seems clear 
that peace based on deterrence, 


‘a balance of terror, and the 


nuclear arms race is precari- 
ous. President Carter has said 
that"the security of the glo- 
bal community cannot forever 
rest on a balance of terror." 
Most Americans have become com- 
placent about the possibility 
of nuclear war but Defense Sec- 
retary Harold Brown states that 
"the United States and every 
country in the world is now 
subject to an erosion of secu- 
rity, a threat of annihilation 
that didn't exist 30 years 
ago." 


Q: How long would a nuclear 
war last? - 


A: Intercontinental ballistic 
missiles (ICBMs) take only half 
an hour to reach their targets. 
Submarine-launched ballistic 
missiles (SLBMs). take fifteen 
minutes or less. Bombers and 
cruise missiles take a few 
hours to reach their targets. 
Within, at most, ten hours, 
both the Soviet Union and the 
United States could be devas- 
tated. To have so many casual- 
ties so rapidly would be un- 
precedented. - 

While a devastating nuclear 
exchange could take place with- 
in a few hours, it would also 


‘be possible for the carnage to 


go on for months afterwards, . 
because both sides have mis- 
sile-carrying submarines that 
could remain at sea for up to 
three months. Today the US, 
with 41 strategic submarines, 
has more than 21 such submar- 
ines at sea constantly. The 

US now maintains round-the- 
clock some: 3000 strategic nu- 
clear weapons at sea in subma- 
rines off the coast of the So- 
viet Union. The Soviet Union, 
normally deploying far fewer 
strategic submarines, keeps a 
force of approximately 200 sea- 
based nuclear weapons cons tant- 
ly targeted on the US. With 
MIRVing of its SLBMs, the So- 
viet Union will probably be in- 
creasing its nuclear weapons 
at sea. Utilizing these in- 
vulnerable weapons, both coun- 
tries could continue a nuclear 
war far beyond the initial 
strikes. 


Q@: Can we defend ourselves 
against a nuclear attack? 


A: No. There is no defense 
against nuclear war. Both the 
US and the Soviet Union have 
thousands of delivery vehicles, 


missiles and bombers, that can 
deliver many thousands of nu- 
clear bombs. There are today 
only 64 deployed anti-ballis- 
tic missiles,all in the Soviet 
Union. The offense has an o- 
verwhelming and inescapable ad- 
vantage over the defense. 

Dr. William J. Perry, the 
Under-Secrétary of Defense res- 
ponsible for research and en- 
gineering, has stated: "I don't 
think it is possible to pro- 
tect the American population, 
to any significant degree, fron ~ 
a surprise attack by the Soviet 
Union by any combination of 
ABM and civil defense." 

Some years ago the US and 
the Soviet Union began con- 
structing large anti-ballis- 
tic missile systems. They re- 
alized these systems would not 
work and concluded that each 
side would just keep adding to 
its offensive weapons so as to 
saturate any defense system 
deployed by the other. Be- 
cause such defenses would be 
costly and futile, in 1972 the 
US and the Soviet Union signed 
a treaty restricting ABMs to 
insignificant levels. The US 
today has no ABMs while the 
Soviet Union continues to main- 
tain its old, insignificant 
system of 64 ABMs around Mos- 
cow. 


Q: Why not try to protect 
ourselves with civil defense? 


A: Givil defense might give 
us the illusion, but not the 
reality, of safety. There is 
no practical way to prevent the 
deaths of tens of millions of 
people in a nuclear war. The 
US explored large-scale civil 
defense programs in the early 
1960s but it was concluded that 
these were unworkable. Defense 
Secretary Harold Brown states: 
"The principle conclusion I 
drew from that experience was 
that the American political 
and social structure is not 
such that a massive civil de- 
fense program is politically 
feasible for us." 

Secretary Brown also be- 
lieves that civil defense 
would not be effective for the 
Soviets: "We don't think it 
would protect them." The Am- 
erican nuclear arsenal is more 
than adequate to overcome any: 
civil defense measures that 
the Soviet Union might pursue. 
No more than. the United States 
will the USSR be able to rely 
on defense against a nuclear _ 
attack to evade the ravages of 
nuclear war. 

A recent report of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency on 
Soviet Civil Defense concluded: 

"They cannot have confi- 
dence...in the degree of pro- 
tection their civil defenses 
would afford them, given the 
Many uncertainties attendant 
to a nuclear exchange. We do 
not believe that the Soviets’ 
present civil defenses would 
embolden them deliberately to 


3 
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expose the USSR to a higher 
risk of nuclear war." 

In evaluating the capacity 
of the United States to inflict 
massive destruction on the So- 
viet population it can-be poin- 
ted out that the US has 35 
strategic nuclear weapons for 
every Soviet city over 100,000. 
Just two US Poseidon submarines 
each of which carries 160 nuc- 
lear weapons, can destroy all 
the 200 major Soviet cities 
with the destructive potential 
of 1000Hiroshima-size weapons. 


Q: Who is ahead in the nucle- 
ar arms race? 


A: The United States has gen- 
erally taken the lead in the 
nuclear arms race. The US is 

a much richer country than the 
Soviet Union and has vast tech- 
nological resources. The US 
has been, on the average, five 
years ahead of the Soviet Union 
in introducing new nuclear 
weapons. The US was the first 
to develop the atomic bomb, 

the hydrogen bomb, the inter- 
continental bomber, effective 
intercontinental ballistic mis- 
Siles, modern nuclear-powered 
strategic submarines, and mul- 
tiple warheads (MIRVs) for mis- 
siles. The US now appears to 
be on the verge of being the 
first to take the next signi- 
ficant steps in the arms race: 
development of effective cruise 
missiles, Superaccurate mis- 
Siles, and mobile missiles. 

The most important single 
measure of nuclear capability 
is the total number of strate- 
gic weapons. By this measure 
the US has always been far a- 
head of the Soviet Union and _ 
has recently been more than 
keeping up with the expansion 
of the Soviet arsenal. The US 
advantage will be maintained 
in th future. By 1985 it is 
estimated that the US will have 
about 12,000 and the Soviet 
Union about 9,000 strategic 
weapons. Defense Secretary 
Harold Brown sums up the fu- 
ture prognosis: 


Letter from Bolivia 


{Fr. Paul Koch is a priest of 
the Des Moines Diocese cur- 
rently serving in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia. ]. 


Dear Frank, 


On the Saturday before Arch- 
bishop Romero was killed, a 
Spanish Jesuit, Luis Espinal, 
was killed here in Bolivia. A 
Similar situation--he published 
a weekly newspaper in which he 


"Tf you look at the measures 
of balance in strategic forces 
..eyou willsee that the bal- 
ance with or without SALT 
through the period 1985-86 is 


not adverse to th United States. 


The Soviets will be ahead in 
some things, we will PE ahead 
in others." 


Q: Don't we need nuclear wea- 
pons for our defense? 


A: As long as nuclear weapons 
and the means of delivering 
them exist, we can never be 
really secure. The best we 
can hope for while these wea- 
pons exist is that our own re- 
taliatory forces will persuade 
the Soviet Union never to start 
a nuclear war. We have today 
more than enough weapons for 
this purpose. Both sides have 
far more nuclear weapons than 
are required to prevent the 
other side from launching a 
nuclear attack. 

The nuclear arms race has 
not improved the security of 
either the Soviet Union or the 
United States. They have di- 
minished their own security as 
a result of the nuclear compe- 
tition. . They have both lost 
perspective on "how much is e- 
nough" when it comes to nucle- 
ar weaponry. 

No less an authority than 
the former chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gener- 
al George Brown, recently sta- 
ted that how much is adequate 
is largely subjective because 
it depends upon uncountable 
factors." McGeorge Bundy, 
former national security advi- 
scr to President Kennedy, has 
addressed the enormous gap be- 
tween what political leaders 
believe may be enough for na- 
tional security and the views 
of. military technicians: 

"There is an enormous gulf 
between what political lead- 
ers really think about nucle- 
ar weapons and what is assumed 
in complex calculations of rel- 
ative 'advantage' in simulated 
strategic warfare. 


hit very hard the army corrup- 
tion, the government working 
deals with big business, etc. 
He was picked up at night, se- 
verely beaten, and shot 16 
times. His body was found a- 
long a road on the outskirts 
of La Paz. Obviously the army 
did it. The reaction of the 
people was fantastic--over a 
hundred thousand attended the 
funeral. All the major-cities 
in Bolivia had symbolic burials 
with huge crowds. Looks like 
the people are trying to say 
Something to the army. Again 
it was one of those “moments" 
when you could feel something 
was happening to this country. 
There will surely be something 
written about Luis Espinal in 


the public&tions up there. 


My kindest to all, 
Paul Koch 


"Think-tank analysts can 
set levels of ‘acceptable’ dam- 
age well up in the hundreds of 
millions of lives. They can 
assume that the loss of dozens 
of great cities is somehow a 
real choice for sane men. The: 
are in an unreal world. In the 
real world of real political 
leaders--whether here or in the 
Soviet Union--a decision that 
would bring even one hydrogen 
bomb on one city of one's own 
country would be recognized in 
advance as a catastrophic blun- 
der; ten bombs on ten cities 
would be a disaster beyond his- 
tory;-and a hundred bombs on 
one hundred cities are unthink- 
able. Yet this unthinkable . 
level of human incineration is 
the least that could be expec- 
ted by either side in response 
to any first strike in the nex 
ten years, no matter what hap- 
pens to weapons systems in the 
meantime. 


Q: If nuclear war starts don't 
we want to at least come out 
the winners? 


A: A nuclear war will be a war 
without winners. 
lion more or less die on one 
side or the other, there will 
still be no winners. Defense - 
Secretary Brown agrees: "In my 
view no one will win a nuclear 
war." He elaborates: "When it 
comes to strategic thermonuc- 
lear war, I don't think there 
is such a thing as No. 1 or No. 
2. In exchanging of strategic 
nuclear weapons, the damage to 
both participants would be so 
great that there is no winner, 
and therefore no such thing as 
No.1 and No.2." 

The traditional role of 
the military in all countries 
in case of war is to try to 
win. The military profession 
has always sought superiority 
and additional war-fighting 
and war-winning capabilities. 
Nuclear weapons, however, have 
changed the traditional rules 
of. warfare. Despite this, _ 
however, the military in both 


the US and the Soviet Union 
continue to approach the ac- 
cummulation of military power 
in the nuclear age very much 
as they have in the past, try- 
ing to move closer to the illu- 
Sion of military superiority. 


If a few mil- -—. 
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. them. 


ON HOSPITALITY 


I don't eften write the ar- 
ticle on hospitality. I would 
prefer to let another staff 
person write about the quests, 
because I so often block them 
out of my mi.1d. It is not that 
I do so intentionally so much 
as that I do it to survive. I'm 
always dealing with the guests: 
shuffling folks around so that 
we will have enough beds, 
ing large meals and making sure 
everyone gets into the act, go- 
ing on one of my cleaning 
sprees and recruiting everyone 
in the house to help. I'm with 
our guests all the time, but 
I'm not always present to 
Anyone who has spent 
some time at a CW would under- 
stand what I mean. But even 
an old hardass like me can be 
reached now and then. 

A few days ago, I walked 
through the first floor of Li- 
gutti House, going through the 
guest rooms on my way to: my 
room when I saw two bodies cov- 
ered with blankets on the bunk | 
beds. Not an unusual sight 
for a CW guest room, but it 


was 2:30 pm, and all the guests © 


are supposed to be out of the 
house betweem 9am and 4pm. =I 


‘questioned Tim in my usual 


"gestapo" manner. “What are 


| :nosepeepte doing on the bunk 


Noises dsetanomnenn MES 


-and I'm glad I did. 


. beds at this time of day?" He 


responded, "They just got in; 
they've been on the road and 
needed to rest up." Interroga- 
tion over. Information will - 
suffice for now. 

I-had to cook that night 
and was debating whether to 
warm up some fried chicken or 


stay low key with leftover bean 


I went with the chicken 
As we ga- 
thered for supper that night, 
our friends on the bunk beds 


soup. 


arose and joined the living. . 
Sidney, a small man, was still 


shivering as he ate and talked 
of their recent experiences. 
Mary, his wife, said little, 


- next to nothing, the weaker of 


the fragile couple. They had. 


sways and -had@run tnt hard 


Nathan Zobrow; OSB 
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cook- - 


‘val. 


by Frank Cordaro 


times. They had not eaten any- 
thing for two days, and had 
been so tired and cold when 
they first arrived that they 
had not been able to eat. They 
were left off in the middle of 
nowhere during a cold rain 
storm. (Sid figured it was just 
their luck to have hit Iowa in 
the one wet spot during our 
long dry spell.) Their last 
driver had left them stran- 
ded, driving away with all 
their luggage and belongings. 
No one would pick them up for 
hours. Mary had passed out 

on the side of the road, and 
Sidney had almost fainted him- 
self. "Frank," he said, "What 
can you do when no one picks 
you up and your wife is passed 
out? I got so mad." E-don't 
believe he could have hurt 
anyone as weak as he was. When 
they finally got into a small 
town (one in our diocese) they 
were kicked out of a Catholic 
church while trying to warm up, 
and the local police told them 
if they didn't clear out of 


..town soon they would be spen- 


ding the night in jail. Sidney 


- was telling us his story and 


eating, still shivering all 
the while. He said that he 


- WaS warm on the outside, but 


his insides were still cold. 
I've never been that cold. He 
and his wife apologised for 


-not eating as much as they 


would have liked to, apparent- 
ly their stomachs had shrunk 
through their ordeal. They 
got a slip of. paper to get new 
clothes from St. Vincent de 
Paul, and the next day they 
were back on the road. Sid and 
Mary got to ma. Who were they? 
Who were they really? What is 
a house like ours worth to the 
folks that come here? For Sid 
and Mary, one night's lodging 
and a couple of meals made the 
difference between serious ill- 
ness or jail. They left with 
"new" old clsethes, full bellies 
and a good night sleep. They 
were not influential citizens, 
they had no family to speak of, 
at least’ none that could or 
would help them, no apparent 
education or pro. fession. They 
left us probably never to be 
seen in these parts again. Who 
were they? Their moments with 
us, they were strangers and we 
welcomed them, they were naked 
and we got them some clothes, 
they were hungry and we fed 
them, they were homeless and 
we gave them shelter, they were 
"least". They were Jesus. Who 
else? 

I need to pray and reflect 
on that. If that is true, why 
do I so often shut Jesus out 
of my mind, even when I'm right 
next to him, living with him, 
working with him? My excuse, 
as I stated before, was survi- 
I take only what I am- 
able to take. The challenge - 


is to be mindful of my.limita- 
tions while trying to stretch 
past those limits in little 
ways everyday, to get closer 
to who Jesus is, always just 
beyond my own limits. Ata 
Catholic Worker House over the 
long haul, you change, your 
insides are different. It's 
always a surprise how Jesus 
will reach you despite your 
own survival techniques. It 
is a distinct spirituality, a 
Catholic Worker spirituality. 
If I'm honest in my work with 
hospitality, I become one of 
the"poor in spirit", thank- 
ful for the good grace of be- 
ing brought to this place and 
this time, excited about where 
the Lord is leading me, know- 
ing that he will not take me 
where I cannot go, yet mindful 
that as I let him into my lim- 
ited self I'm pushed past all 
limits. All things become pos- 
Sible through Christ. I real- 
ize this when I'm-not so busy 
surviving, and the guests, 
they keep me honest. Thank 
you, Jesus: 


Needs 


We are very short on cash right 
now. Donations are especially 
needed. 


‘Also food. of aux kinds. Folks 


might want to consider buying 


in bulk for the house staples 


such as peanutbutter, coffee, 
butter, sugar, onions or pota- 
toes. 

Toilet paper: We can't get e- 
nough. 

Some other odds and ends you 
might have laying around: books 
for the JPC, a lawn mower, a 
picnic table, a small farm out- 
side of DM, etc. 

Someone. to volunteer to work 
in the Justice and Peace Cen- 
ter a few hours a week to help 
organize it. 


Nineteen women were arres- 
ted at the Duane Arnold Energy 
Genter near Palo on Mother's 
Day. Members of the Mobiliza- 
tion for Survival, the"Wild 
Rose Affinity Group", organ- 
ized the day to begin with a 
rally at College Park in Iowa 
City that drew 200. Among the 
musicians and speakers heard 
at the rally was Dr. Linda 
Copeland of the Des Moines 
chapter of Physicians for So- 
cial Responsibility. She high- 
lighted evidence from medical 
journals showing the dangers 
of nuclear power and pointed 


}to the history of accidents at 


Duane Arnold as further cause 


for alarm. 
A caravan of cars then took 


‘the gathering out to the plant 


gite in rural Palo. There, 
the ceremonies continued with 
a statement of intention read 
by the women planning to risk 
arrest. : 

The group then formed cir- 
cles, danced, and sang, "we 
want our Mother safe, we want 
our children safe." Next, a 
street theatre skit entitled 


1"T'm a Radiation Victim" fea- 


tured a four-legged mutant and 
a purple horned creature: the 
"nuclear family" of tomorrow. 
Each member of the Wild Rose 
Affinity Group then gave "life 
affirmations" before trespas- 
sing onto Duane Arnold's pro- 
perty to plant a wild rose, 
symbolic of life amidst the 
death threat of radiation. Af- 
ter the rose was planted, the 
wonen began singing as they 
were loaded into a paddy-wagon 


Ibound for the Linn County jail. 


They were processed and re- 


}leased on their own recogni 
}sance. Des Moines members of 


Mb y 


| the group arrested were Dr. Ly- 


dia Caros and Jacquee Dickey 
of the Catholic Worker commu-- 


eA sNg/ 


( 


Recently, the Limn County 
Attorney's office decided not 
to. file charges against those 
who were arrested, deciding 


LNS/epF 


| that the likelihood of getting 


a conviction was "Slight". . 
The women responded to this de- 
cision with a statement re- 
leased May 14: 

"This is another victory 
for the people. The courts, 
sheriff, and nucléar industry 
obviously do not want another 
acquittal of anti-nuclear pro- 
testors. But they are right 
on one point: we should not be 
on trial. The owners and man- 
agers of the Duane Arnold En- 
ergy Center should be on trial 
for reckless homicide against 
our lives, and criminal tress- 
pass against our communities. 
The plant sits as.an immanent 
danger to our mother earth and 
the lives of her people." 


Jacquee Diekey 


ACCIDENTS AND SHUTDOWNS 


August, 1974: 3000 gallons of 
radioactive water spilled ‘into 
the Cedar River just upstream 
of Cedar Rapids. The city 
takes its water supply from 
the watershed. 


September, 1974: The plant 
was shut down due to steam 
leaks from relief valves that 
are used to reduce pressure in 
the containment vessel which 
houses the radioactive fuel 
core. 


January, 1975: Duane Arnold 
and 22 other US plants were 
shut down to search for cracks 
in the emegency safety system 
pipes after pipe cracks devel- 
oped in a plant of similar de- 
Sign in Illinois. 


May, 1975: Vibrating fuel rods 
in the reactor core forced 
Duane Arnold to cut operating 
capacity by 50%. The cause of 
the problem was never fully 
determined. 


June, 1978: The plant was shut 
down after the discovery of a 

3 gallon per minute leak of ra- 
dioactive water from a 10 inch 
diameter cooling pipe--the 
weakened zone was found to be 
24 inches around the 31 inch 
circumference of the pipe. Ac- 
cording to a deSign basis ac- 
cident analysis by the NRC, a 
complete circumferential break 
of one of these pipes would re- 
sult in the worst loss of cool- 
ant accidents at a boiling wa- 
ter reactor. Later, 6 of 8 
pipes of the core cooling sys- 
tem were found to be defective. 

One NRC official called the 
cracking of the coolant pipes 
one of the most Serious since 
commercial nuclear generation 
started in 1959. 

The flaws in the pipes were 
in a radioactive area, making 
the repairs more difficult. 
There was no precedent for re- 
pairs. 
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May, 1980: Duane Arnold was 
shut down because of a fault 
in the electric motor which 
drives one of two water re- 
circulation pumps which cool 
the nuclear: reactor. 

During the repairs of the 
pipes, serious questions of 
workman competence and the 
quality of the repairs were 
raised, including the ques- 
tion of improper tool use, use 
of uncertified welders,-and 
the poor quality of a number 
of. the welds on the coolant 
pipes. , ; 

One worker was exposed to 
radiation during the repairs 
and had to be decontaminated - 
at Mercy Hospital in Cedar Ra- 
pids. 


Linda Copeland 
ars 


Mother’s Day 
Statement 


We who are feminists and we 
who oppose nuclear energy and 
nuclear weapons are concerned 
with one basic issue: LIFE ON 
OUR MOTHER EARTH. 

We do not call the Earth 
our Mother lightly. All life 
on this planet comes from her, 
and when we die, we return to 
Her arms. The Earth IS life. 
She is alive, just the way we 
are alive. Everything comes 
from the Earth: water, food, 
iron, uranium. Today we are 
using the Earth's power with- 
out feeling. It is like taking 
blood out of a human: if you 
take too much, she eventually 
dies. -—E 

Exploiting the Earth in or- 
der to use Her resources goes 
against our deepest natures. 
Even though radiation cannot 
be seen, felt, smelled or heard, 
we know that it is truly the 
most devastating of all man- 
produced technological "“advan- 
ces." Unlike smog, topsoil e- 
rosion or water pollution 
(which take hundreds of years 
to kill Earth and then us) Nu- 
clear power and weapons can 
end life on Earth in one sud- 


den horrible disaster. Even 
in small amounts, there is no 
safe dose of radiation. Every 


organization studying radiation 

now says cancer, leukemia and 

genetic damage are proportion- 

al to dose, down tothe very 

lowest radiation doses. re 
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People's attitudes toward 
the earth are similar to their 
attitudes toward females in 
general. People who do not re- 
spect the Earth often do not 
respect the wisdom of women. 

We do not want the Earth con- 
quered and dominated any more 
than we ourselves want to be 
dominated. We want to see ev- 
ery form of life on Earth re- 
spected and unharmed: blades 
of grass, snakes, coyotes and 
human babies. 3 

Why are we women here today? 
Why are we willing to be arres- 
ted for trespassing and plant- 
ing roses on the property of 
Duane Arnold Energy Center? In 
times of the greatest threat 
to life, women's concern for 
survival has always come to the 
forefront. Thousands of years 
ago, when people were just 
barely learning to survive on 
Farth, women were objects of 
reverance and awe. In 30,000 
BC we began civilizations be- 
cause we wanted our children 
to be safely raised. We inven- 
ted agriculture, weaving, pot- 
tery, and religion. Hundreds 
of years ago, the people of 
the Iroquois tribes also re- 
cognized women's focus on life. 
They.saw that men were more 
likely to declare war than wo- 
men were. Therefore they left 
the final decision about war 
up to a council of women el- 
ders. Today as in the past, 
we women are focused on. survi- 
val. A New York Times poll 
conducted immediately after 
the Three Mile Island disas- 
ter showed that more women than 
men question the use of nucle- 
ar power. a 

Those of us who give birth 
urge all of you to close down 
nuclear power plants and to 
end production of nuclear wea- 
pons. Nuclear power and nuc- 
lear weapons are part of a mo- 
nolithic system in which pro- 
fits, control, and domination 
are the payoffs. We oppose 
putting profit or property be- 


tore basic human needs, sucn 
as health. We want a safe en- 
vironment for ourselves and 
also for the rest of the Earth. 
We oppose exporting nuclear 
technology to other countries. 
We are all a part of the 
disaster ufiless we take a . 
stand against nuclear power. 
Don't commit uncivil obedience 
to a policy of premeditated 
random murder by radiation 
(this is called "health ef- 
fects" by the Department of 
Energy). Whatever you do is 
important: educate your chil- 
dren, do not vote for those 
who promote breeder reactors, 
contribute some money to the 


Mobilization for Survival, talk 
to a nuclear power plant worker 


bout hazardous job conditions, 
oppose increasing the defense 
budget for weapons, spend time 
this summer going door to door 
to talk to people about dan- 
gers of nuclear power. 

Those in power assume that 
they are the "experts" and that 
we will leave decisions about 
nuclear power: up to them. And 
we certainly have been taught 
to discount our natural fears 
about the dangers of nuclear 
energy. The intricate lies 
which we have been told fail 
to conceal the obvious truth: 
nuclear energy is not good for 
life. 

Our intuitive abilities to 
sense the Earth's energy have 
almost been drummed out of us 
--yet it is still there if we 
want to feel it: the faces of 
the moon, stars, wind and rain. 
We live on the richest, black- 
est Earth in the world. We will 
not permit the Earth, ourselves 
or our children to be harmed 
even if it means going to jail 
to protest the deadly effects 
of radiation coming from Duane 
Arnold Energy Center. What- 
ever happens to the Earth also 
happens to the people of the 
Earth. 


THE WILD ROSE AFFINITY GROUP 


“Therefore choose life so that you and your 
children will live...” 


Deut. XXX, 19 


The Journey East 


by Frank Cordaro 


Comes spring and I find my- 
self heading east again. This 
time the March for a Non-Nuc- 
lear World beckons, and in our 
ten day trip we hope to attend 
the April 26 legal march and 
rally, participate in the Ap- 
ril 28 shutting down of the 
Pentagon, and attend the ten 
year anniversary of the Kent 
State and Jackson State kil- 
lings at KSU May 4 and 5. 


Brent Vanderlinden and I 
ventured out early Thursday 
morning on the 24th in Rev. 
Bob's blue bug. 
was in Normal,I1l. at the Cath- 
olic Worker, where Tina Sipula 
and Virginia Pirnatfixed us a 
great lunch and sent us on our 
way with full bellies and warm 
hearts. Before leaving we 
passed on the now famous "tra- 
velling Mary". Not to be out-.- 


Our first stop 


done, Tina bestowed on our 
house an electric statue of 
the Sacred Heart with differ- 
ent light bulbs for the dif-— 
ferent liturgical Seasons. . . 
Thank you, dear friends. oul 
next stop was Pittsburgh-- 
the Duncan and Porter House ¢ 
Hospitality and Resistance. 
Coming into Pittsburgh at a-_ 
bout 1:00 am Friday, we met 
Vince Eirene for the first 
time. Vince led us to their 
home where he and his wife 
Chris offer hospitality to © 
displaced families and at the 
same time run their own small 
moving agency--the main suppl] 
of funds for the house. We | 
went straight to bed and in? 
morning we were able to shar¢ 
while doing laundry. We pro- 
mised to visit them on our wa 
back from D.C. 

Then it was on to Washing- 
ton D.C., but not before hav- 
ing to replace the generator 
on the bug 70 miles from our. 
goal. Coming into town, we 
went to the vigil outside the 
White House around 10:30 pm. 
It was there that we met the 
first Iowans who, like us, 
ventured east for the demo— 
two guys, Bob and Mark, from 
Carroll,Iowa. 

We spent Friday night at a 
local Ghurch, meeting up with 
Dan Ebener, formerly of Dubuq 
and now a staff person for F0 
and with folks from Ames and 
Iowa City. On Saturday, we ga 
thered at the White House for 
a religious service, and it 
began to rain in earnest. At 
the service, a Puerto Rican 1 
shop, Antulio Parrilla Bonill 
spoke of the struggle of the 
people of Vieques, who are tr 
ing to rid their peaceful is- 
land of the disruptive bombin 
exercises by the US military. 
The Bishop himself has been 
arressed for his peaceful wit 
ness against American militar 
ism. It is so encouraging to 
see third world bishops putti 
their lives on the line for jt 
truth of the Gospels, a witne 
that we can only pray their 
first world brothers will soo 
join. From the White House we 
moved on to the Capitol to me 
up with the large group. At 
the steps we met more friends 
from Iowa. Our numbers were 
growing, and the rain kept + 
coming.down. Dr. Helen Caldi- 
cott was one of the speakers 
at the Capitol steps. Her pd 
Simism was disturbing. She 
gives the peace movement two 
years to turn the arms race 4 
round before it is too late. 
By then we will have installe 
the launth on warning system 
which will enable our country 
to launch an all out nuclear 
attack on Russia upon warning 
of a Soviet attack. Helen say 
that once this technological 
nightmare is installed, she 
and her family are going to 
move back to Australia and th 
southern hemisphere to wait 
out the end. 

From the Capitol steps, we 
marched down Independence Ave 


30,000 strong, to the Washing- 
ton monument for the bulk of 
the rally. At the monument we 
met up with about 15 folks 
from Dubuque, in all about 50 
people from Iowa represented. 
The rain continued to come 
down throughout the afternoon, 
and at about3:30, Brent and I 
decided to throw in the towel 
and find a dry, warm place to 
spend the night. We spent Sat- 
urday night with Fr. Bob Beck 
at Catholic University. Bob 
treated us to a hearty supper 
and warm beds. ' 

Sunday was spent in train- 
ing sessions and planning meet- 
ings for the Direct Action at 
the Pentagon Monday afternoon. 
The "Duane Arnold Decommission- 
ing Affinity Group" grew to 12 
people by Sunday night. We all 
ate our last meal together be- 
fore going to bed in Bethesda, 
Maryland at the home of the 
Johnsons, a local support fa- 
mily. Monday started early as 
we ventured back into the city. 
By 9:30 am there were 1400 
people gathered at the DOE. 

The DOE is the only federal 
agency which researches, builds 
develops and promotes both nu- 
clear energy and nuclear wea- 
pons. At the DOE we met up 
with Steve Marsden, Bill Doug- 
las and Leighton Berryhill who 
drove all night from Iowa to 
make it to the action. Our num- 
bers grew again: From the DOE 
the group marched on to the 
Pentagon in three different 
Segments in search of the 
source of the nuclear madness 
--the war department. Once at 
the Pentagon, all 1400 people 
were divided into 5 different 
task forces, each assigned to 
a Side of the Pentagon. The I- 
owaaffinity group, along with 
200 other folks approached the 
concourse side of the.Pentagon. 
This is the isde to which the 
daily bus and subway traffic 
to and from the Pentagon must 
come. It is also the entrance 
to the concourse, a public 
chopping center right in the 
middle of the Pentagon--in the 
belly of the Beast: We deci- 
ded to enter the Pentagon con- 
course and try to be as disrup- 
tive as possible from within. 
There were about ten different 
affinity groups averaging 20 
people each involved in our ef- 
fort. We quickly tried to 
block the two main securiry 
doors leading from the con- 
course into the Pentagon it- 
self. Once past the security 
doors a person needed clear- 
ance. It was at these doors 
that we spent most of the af- 
ternoon. Once we managed to 
block these doors by sitting 
in front of them, the police 
would drag us off, making sure 
that there was always a corri- 
dor for people to go through. 
It was obvious that the Penta- 
gon security people were re- 
luctant to make arrests. For 
close to three hours we would 
try to plug the gaps that the 
police kept opening only to be 
dragged further away. There . 


seemed to be as many police as 
there were demonstrators. AS 
time went by, we received word 
from messengers about how the 
campaign was going on other 
Sides of the Pentagon. People 
were being arrested on the 
River Side where the VIPs came 
to work. .-One ex-military man 
burnt his uniform in protest 
of the arms race. Folks on 
the loading dock area had to 
contend with police on horse 
back. The presence of 1400 
demonstrators, while not able 
to shut the place down, was 
surely being felt throughout 
the Pentagon. There were no 
arrests made in the concourse 
area until 4 pm, when the af- 
finity groups started to block 
the doors leading to the sub- 
ways and buses. It was at this 
time that the Iowa folks got 
arrested. We were trying to 
block access to an escalator 
leading to the subway with a 
number of other affinity groups 
when the tempo of the demon- 
stration picked up. The pol- 
ice tried to keep the access 
open and Pentagon workers were 
having a field day kicking and 
stepping on the demonstrators 
on their way home. As one of 
the arresting officers put it, 
"There were generals climbing 
over you people:" It was at 
this time, after being saved 
by the police, that Duane Ar- 
nold came into the picture. 


Arrests were being made in or- 
der to clear the access and 
prevent potential injury. Our 
affinity group was separated 
at this time because the po- 
lice were very selective about 
who they were arresting. With- 
in the next few minutes all se- 
ven Iowans who got arrested 
were apprehended. We were 
packed into a small and uncom- 
fortable van, and after con- 
Siderable delay, we were on 
our way to the Arlington Co. 
jail. There we were separated 
from the women and given war- 
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rants for our arrest. We were 
then transported to a suburban 
jail. Steve Marsden refused 
cooperation to the extent that 
he had to be carried every- 
where by officers, nor did he 
give any information. Steve 
continued his non-cooperation 
until the actual time of ar- 
raignment. A night in jail, 
then it was back to the Arling- 
ton Court House to be arraigned 
There were close to 400 folks 
in all arrested at the Penta- 
gon. The 18 who were arrest- 
ed in the concourse at the sub- 
way entrance were charged with 
blocking a public passage and 
a local county offense. The 
judge accepted a no-contest 
plea and sentenced us to 30 
days in jail, 28 days suspen- 
ded, with one year of unsuper- 
vised probation. We all copped 
the no-contest plea and were 
sent to the Arlington jail to 
serve the remainder of our 
term--one night. We all hada 
good time from then on, sing- 
ing songs and telling stories 
of the past couple of days. We 
were released at 12:30 am Wed- 
nesday. We all ended up sleep- 
ing ina friends apartment 
within sight of the Pentagon. 
The next day was spent gather- 
ing up belongings and tying up 
loose ends. Brent had left 


the day before with a car load 
that had to get back to Iowa, 
so Steve Marsden became my 


>: 


travelling partner. That 


night Steve and I payed a vi- 


sit to Fr. Dick McSorley and 
the Catholic Worker House. The 
CW is almost a year old in D.C. 
They are at the old CCNV house. 
It is so heartening to see a 
man like Fr. McSorley once a- 
gain starting Yp with the ev- 
eryday practice of hospitality. 
Helping Fr. McSorley is Fr. 
Marv :.Mottet,a Davenport, Iowa 
priest working with the Cam- 
paign for Human Development in 
Washington, D.C. It rained 


‘ne whole next day, 5 
caught a hight's lodging with 
a Socialist Party friend of 
Steve's. Thursday morning we 
payed a visit to St. Steven's 
Episcopal Church and the head- 
quarters for the "1980 Year of 
Election Campaign" put on by 
Jonah House. We touched base 
with Al Zuch and John Schu + 
chardt. From there we went to 
Baltimore and our friends at 
Jonah House. We missed Liz 

Mc Allister who was in Ohio 
_with the kids giving talks. 

We got to visit with Phil Ber- 
-rigan, Ladon Sheats, and Lou- 

’ ie DeBenedetté, and Mary West 
who was formerly of the Detroit 
CW. After supper, Steve and I 
went to Rose Maguire and Jay 
Dudgeon's for a visit and the 
experience of a mystery ice 
cream drink made up by Jay. 
After a good night's sleep we 
were on our way to Kent State 
by way of Pittsburgh and a se- 
cond visit with Chris and 
Vinee. Our friends in Pitts- 
burgh treated us to a movie 
and a Saturday afternoon anti- 
draft rally. We rolled into 
KSU just in time for a play 
put on by the students about 
the Kent State killings. Steve 
and I stumbled into two front 
row seats. As the play pro- 
gressed, it became clear that 
we were sitting in front of 
one of the mothers of the 
slain students. Between re- 
living those painful memo- 
ries up on the stage and hear- 
ing a mother's muffled tears, 
I couldn't keep from crying 
myself. It was clear that 
night what Kent and Jackson 
were all about, and even clear. 
er that Kent is now our not so 
distant future: 

After the play we met up 
with folks from Iowa who came 
out to Kent, among them my 
brother Tom. That night, there 
was a candlelight vigil around 
the campus and back to the spot 
where the killings took place. 
A most moving ceremony with a- 
bout 1000 people involved. We 
carried a large, beautiful nee- 
dlepoint work by Bob Lang de- 
picting one of the killings. 
The Iowa people shared an a- 
partwent of a local support 
person. In all, there were 12 
folks from Iowa. 

_ Sunday morning after Mass 
at the Newman Center, there 
was a large rally with speak- 
ers and music; about 2,000 were 
on hand. The weekend at Kent 
brought back a lot of forgot- 
ten memories and emotions. I 
hope and pray that if we are 
about to enter into another 
interventionist war that the 
resistance to that war will be 
willing to sacrifice as much 
in a nonviolent way, and that 
our actions are a response to 
the truth that is in our own 
hearts rather than a mirror of 
the violence of the system. 

Back on the road Sunday af- 
_ ternoon, we had picked up an 
extra rider, my brother Ton. 
Tom is going to start a house 
of hospitality in Ames, Iowa 
next fall, and he wanted to 


BEHIND THE 
DUANE ARNOLD 
CAPER 


Any Iowan can claim the ~ 
name Duane Arnold and give 
their address as Palo,Iowa. 
The Duane Arnold Nuke is a le- 
gacy that each and every Iowan 
for generations to come will 
have to live with, and many 
may someday die from it. It 
was only fitting that among 
the Iowans arrested at the Pen- 
tagon April 28 of this year, 
Duane Arnold be included. The 
United States Government does 
not see any distinction be- 
tween nuclear power and nuc- 
lear weapons-why should we? 
The history of the nuclear in- 
dustry is inseparable from the 
history of nuclear weapons. 

OF The Department of Energy is 
ARLINGTON COUNTY the only Federal agency which 


5 ith of Wiratat researches, builds, develops, 
S. 


and promotes both nuclear en- 
Duane AegwerD 


ergy and nuclear weapons, and 
CHARGED WITH 


it is the Pentagon that pulls 


the strings at the DOE. On 
April 28 the right name, Duane 
Sec. 18.2- YOY , Code of Virginia 


IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURT 


Arnold, was in the right place, 
the Pentagon. 


WARRANT OF ARREST 


come with us as we visited the 
CWs in Chicago and Davenport. 
We rolled into Chicago about 
11:30 pm. We were graciously 
greeted by Lynn Groff and Me- 
gan Morrissey. After a good 
night's sleep, and a couple’ 
of cups of coffee we met Fr. 
Roy Bourgeois who came over to 
touch base with us. Roy isa 
Maryknoll priest who was kicked 
out of Bolivia for his activi- 
ty with the poor. Roy was ar- 
rested last year at the arms 
bazaar in Chicago with our very 
own Peter DeMott. Roy has al- 
so been to our house to give 


a Friday night discussion. He 
is leading a group of folks 
from the Chicago area out to 
Washington, D.C. at the end of 
this month to participate in 
the Jonah House "1980 Year of 
Election Campaign." We talked 
to him about getting some folks 
to come out to SAC for our Au- 
gust 6-9 activities. Back on 
the road by late morning, we 
rolled into Davenport, Iowa. 
and the Catholic Worker at 4 
pm. Lucia Dryanski gave Tommy 
the royal tour and we filled 
up on homemade bread and cream 
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Honor chees. I got back to Des 

2 . Moines around 9:30 pm feeling 
Native American like I had been gone for over 

. a month. All I wanted to do 

Treaties , 


now was to sleep in my own bed, 
my annual urge to head east 
satisfied! 


Ment, 


[Dr. Lara-Braud is the Asst. 
General Secretary of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, USA 
and was the leader of the coun- 
cil's three person delegation 
to the funeral for Archbishop 
Oscar Romero in San Salvador] 


There were about 50 of us 
church "dignitaries" from a- 
pout 20 countries including 
latin America, Europe and the 
US, flying in to San Salvador 
on Palm Sunday weekend to honor 
our friend and mentor, Arch- 
bishop Oscar A. Romero, assas- 
sinated the previous Monday 
while Saying mass. 

There was something of a 
nervous joviality as we greet- 
ed each other--those of us who 
knew each other--in the pro- 
cesSional lineup. No one was 
unaware that the funeral posed 
its own dangers. There would 
be more than a hundred thou- 
sand attending. The govern- 
we knew, was not in con- 
trol of its own military and 
security forces. Assassins 
were on the loose. Judging 
from the murder of- the Arch- 
bishop, they were profession- 


al killers for whom nothing 


was Sacred. 4 om 
Why go to sucha country, to 
such a funeral, at such a time? 


I assume that for the others, | 


many of whom who, like myself, 
had become close friends of | 
the Archbishop during the three 
brief years of his leadership, 
the call to honor his memory 
was stronger than the hovering 
sense of possible mass vio- 
lence. PerhapS some were sim- 
ply"assigned" by a higher-up 
who chose not to go. In any 
case, I had learned to treasure 


this gentle prophet who had 
brought faith and hope to mil- 
lions in a country where re- 
Signation and despair had be- 
come a way of life. — 

And so, on a radiantly bril- 
liant day, the mass began in a 
bit of disarray. An altar was 
improvised at the top of the 
Stairs leading to the main en- 
trance of the old, unfinished 
cathedral adjacent to the Na- 
tional Palace. Archbishop .Ro- 
mero's coffin had been placed 
at the foot of the stairs, Nl 
protected by a six-foot metal 
fence. 

The Plaza was jammed with 
the Archbishop's flock--mostly 
poor people on whose behalf 
his voice had been so compel- 
ling. They were there, I pre- 
sume, for the same reason as 
we friends from abroad: The 
call to honor his memory was 
greater than the-danger they 
perceived. Fifteen minutes af- 
ter the mass began an orderly 
column of some five hundred, 
eight abreast, joined the mul- 
titude. They were represen- 
tatives of the huge coalition 
of popular organizations called 
‘la Coordinadora Revolucionaria 
de Masas." They are the fam- 
ous"leftists" one reads about, 
whom the Archbishop loved and 
sometimes rebuked. 

They filed by behind ban- 
ners and were cheered by the 
crowd as they placed a wreath 
at the coffin. As the pope's 
representative, Cardinal Ernes- 
to Corripio Ahumada, Archbi- 
shop of Mexico City was para- 
phrasing an oft-heard teaching 
of Archbishop Romero, "neither 
truth nor justice can be killed 


God. 


A Martyr’s Blood 


by violence," he was stunned 
speechless (as were we alld 
by the thunderous detonation 
of a bomb. 

The bomb came from the di- 
rection of the far corner of 
the National Palace. I stared 
open-mouthed at the Palace and 
saw leaping fire and thick 
smoke as if the pavement were 
aflame. The crowd stampeded 
away from the palace. There 
was the immediate sound of some 
return gunfire. Like a massive 
wave, thousands headed our way 
with only the empty cathedral 
behind us. Some trying to 
climb the fence were killed as 
others in panic trampled over 
them. The chief liturgist 
erabbed Cardinal Corripio and 
me by the arms and hurried us 
into the safety of the Cathe- 
dral as waves of people throng- 
ed behind us. 

People continued to pour 
into the cathedral. It is re- 
latively small; about half 
the size of Riverside Church 
in New York. It cannot com- 
fortably hold 3000, standing, 
and by the end of a half-hour's 
warfare outside, more than . 
5000 had packed into it, with 
more still pressing their way 
in. People were standing on 
every available surface, in- 
cluding the main altar. There 
waS no room to bend, and e- 
ventually, there was barely 
room to breathe. The building 
Shuddered with bomb blasts. 
Its awful, reverberating. acou- 
stics magnified the sound of 
gunfire, and all of this was 
heard above a din of cries and 
prayers from every direction. 
The smell of war wafted in. I 
kept panic away by looking af- 
ter my neighbors, praying with 
them, and speaking calm words 
of comfort (some learned from 
the Archbishop). 

In the cathedral of San 
Salvador at the funeral of the 
Archbishop, people were dying: 
of asphyxiation and I was .- - 
strangely calm. My lifelong 
dread of being trapped ina 
‘small space had disappeared, 
and I was going through it 
feeling only a numb rage at 
the perpetrators of this vio- 
lence. Cardinal Corripio, to 
the right of me, and I were 
in the second row of humans 
from the side wall. To my left 
in the row behind me, was a wo- 
man who had been pleading with 
She had also begun to 
die. .I could just turn my head 
but nothing else. As a Pres- 
byterian layman I improvised 
the Catholic Church's rite for 
the dying. "Your sins are 
forgiven, go in the peace of 
God," I prayed. She did die, 
but there was no room for her 
to fall down. In some cases, 
people could manage to inch up 
a fainted body or a dead one, 
and carry it on their hands 
overhead, but to where, one 
could not know. : 
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All of the dead in the Ca- 
thedral, I later saw, were 
women: shorter, slighter, wo- 
men. Trampled or asphyxiated. 
I trust all of us in the wisi 
especially the feminists, wiil 
not forget this group of San 
Salvadoran martyrs. 

Sometime during the strug- 
gle to stay alive we began to 
hear a cheer over the bombs 
and guns and prayers. Some- 
thing else was being carried 
by hands over heads.. It took 
a while for this object to come 
into my view, but a chant that 
was joined by everyone in the 
Cathedral announced its coming: 
"Fl pueblo unido jamas sera 
vencido. El pueblo unido ja- 
mas sera vencido." ("The peo- 
ple united shall never be de- 
feated.") What the chant was 
announcing, I eventually could 
see, was the coffin of the 
Archbishop, held aloft by fin- 
gertips, making its perilous 
way into this sanctuary of 
faith and terror, to its final 
resting place. "El pueblo u- 


nido jamas sera vencido." 


Even in death, the Archbi- 
shop transformed despair into 
courage. 

How he was honored! People 
died to give his body, his me- 
mory, his faith, room where 
there was no room. 

At long last, the violence 
outside ended. It had lasted 
about an hour and a half. 
waited long after the ending 
to venture out. 

We dispersed, but not be- 
fore pausing to honor our Ca- 
thedral dead. All women. Ma- 
ny others were picked up off 
the Plaza by the Red Cross. As 
I left with my hands over my 
head and a sick feeling, I 
looked at a terrified boy sob- 
bing. His mother was one of 
the dead women. 

That night, we church "dig- 
nitaries" from around the 
world met again at the arch- 
diocese to talk over what we 
had seen. About 30 of us were 
still in the city. We had all 
a chance to describe what we 
saw, as we had been scattered 
all over the Cathedral and out- 
side. Among us, we preced out 
to our satisfaction what had 
happened. This was indispen- 
sable. Beginning at 4:30 pm 
the official government version 
had begun to be broadcast over 
a radio network. According to 
it, the "leftists" of the Co- 
ordinadora Revolucionaria had 
-begun the shooting upon arri- 
ving with the intention of 
stealing the Archbishop's cof- 
fin and holding the dignitar- 


_despair. 


tes hostage in th: Cathedral. 
That official version also af- 
firmed that since the night 
before all military and secu- 
rity forces persqnnel had been 
confined to quarters. 

- Qur own evidence pieced to- 
gether as eyewitnesses was a 
total contradiction of the 
government's falsehoods. We 
agreed to put that in writing. 
All of us still present signed 
it. AS we were about to ad- 
journ, we received a request 
for an interview with the five 
top leaders of the "leftists" 
on whom the violence was blamed 


We agreed. We asked them to 
describe what they had seen. 
They did. I asked them if they 
had carried weapons to the fu- 
neral. 

"Yes, some of us did," they 
answered, and named the kinds 
and numbers they had carried 
and the kinds of bags of ker- 
osine they use for firebombing. 
“We are the most sought-out 
targets now," they said, “and 
we do not go anywhere any more 
without being prepared. We 
will not willingly be killed 
without a fight." They also 
described a strategy they use 
of overturning cars and burn- 
ing them by throwing bags of 
kerosine, to set up smoke 
Screens against oncoming at- 
tacks. 

’ What was remarkable about 
all of this is that their ac- 
count--both as eyewitnesses 
and in response to our ques- 
tions--in no way at all dif-. 
fered from what we had pieced 
together among ourselves pre- 
viously. 


The next day we were to find 


a radically different account 
given in newspapers: Salvador- 
an and US newspapers. Sadly, 
the Salvadoran junta's account 
was evidently appropriated by 
the US Ambassador, Mr. Robert 
White. Even more sadly, major 
US newspapers apparently got 
much of their version from the 
Same sources used by the US 
Ambassador, who was not at the 
funeral at all. 

One of the last things the 
Archbishop did was to write 
President Carter pleading that 
no US military assistance’ be 
granted to the Salvadoran jun- 
ta. [Carter and the Congress 
ignored this plea and appro- 
priated $5.7 million in mili- 
tary assistance, in spite of 
the efforts of many in the re- 
ligious community and the pub- 
lic protests of Sens. Zorinsky 
and Kennedy and a group of 20 
Congresspersons led by Rep. 


Tom Harkin. Letters calling for 


an end to all security assis- 
tance to the Salvadoran junta 


must continue to be sent to 
Carter and Muskie. ] 

Archbishop Romero literall)j 
gave his life for peace. A 
Mexican bishop said to me as I 
left the Cathedral, "Christ 
has been killed again. But He 
will rise again." I believe 
that. If I didn't, I would 


Ligutti 
Garden 


py Pierre Jean DeMott 


"T1 faut cultiver 
notre jardin." 
--Voltaire 


Gardening -at the Des Moines © 


Catholic Worker is done on two 
vacant lots lying catercorner 
from one another at the inter- 
section of 8th St. and Indiana 
Ave. The larger of the lots 
constitutes the Ligutti Com- 
munity Garden and is subdivi- 
ded into a score of plots for 
people in our purlieu. The 
smaller tillage, under the ex- 
perienced care of Ed Polich, is 
cultivated with an eye toward 
meeting the needs of the guests 
and staff at the Worker. 

The majority of those grow- 
ing vegetables in the Ligutti 
Garden are Laotian refugees, 
recently resettled in Iowa. 
Clothed in their distinctive 
native dress the Laotian women 
present an anomalous picture 
as they water and weed and 
coax their sprouts. Laotian 
gardening is a family affair 
with both parents and children 
nurturing that which will nur- 
ture them, transmitting from 
generation to generation both 


horticultural lore and a sense 


of relatedness to the fecund 
earth. The casual onlooker 

is made to envy a relationship 
so quintessentially healthy, 
and to thank God for the cul- 
tural cross fertilization which 


might yet quicken our moribund | 


civilization. 

Part of the Catholic Worker 
prescription for the ills of 
the world is contained in what 
Peter Maurin referred to as 
cultivation, the green revolu- 
tion. His vision was the es- 
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tablishment of farming com- 
munities where the unemployed 
would find work and security. 
Our gardening venture is only 
a seminal adumbration of Pe= 
ter's dream, but it is a be- 
ginning. By growing what they 
need with their own hands, peo- 
ple reap more than they plan- 
ted. Independent of the mega- 


nachine which so dominates our 
existence and dictates the way 
we live, conditions favorable 
to a fuller life fructify as 
well. 


- ‘+>, what’s 
happening 


by Frank Cordaro 


Visitors: It was our treat to 
have Fr. Darrel Rupiper from 
Omaha, one of the three cler- 
gy who visited the hostages in 
Teheran over Easter, to share 
with us during one of our Fri- 
day night discussions. Darrel's 
message Shed new light on the 
crisis, one that is far more 
honest about US participation 
in the injustices in Iran un- 
der the Shah that precipitated 
the taking of the hostages. 

We wish to thank Fr. Rupiper 
for his willingness to speak 
the unpopular truth, and we 
pray that we could listen to 
what he has to say. 

We'd like to offer special 
thanks to Eileen and Jamie, 
who were down from ISU to help 
us out for a while, and to Tim 
Heller, an old staffer who was 
back in town to- give us a hand. 
God bless you and come again. 


Events Past: 

Holy Thursday--all night vigil 
at the County Jail. About 20 
folks participated in the vigil 
to remember Jesus' 
and to recall that today, he 

is present in our jails in the 
poor and the minorities who are 
the primary victims of our sys- 
tem of justice. 

April 15--Tax Day leafleting 
at the Post Office. 25 people 
leaflet against the military 
budget, which consumes 47% of 
our tax money. — 

April 26-28--March for a Non- 
Nuclear World in Washington, 
D.C. 


time in jail, 


May 4-5--Ten year anniversary 
of the killings at Kent State. 
and Jackson State at KSU. 15 
Iowans were present. 

Mey 10--State Pax Christi meet- 
ing in Iowa City. 

May 11--Mother's Day Action at 
the Duane Arnold Nuke. 200 peo- 
ple attended the rally, where 
19 were arrested, including 
Jacquee Dickey and Lydia Caros 
from DM. 

May 18--Armed Forces Day action 
at Rock Island Arsenal. 21 peo- 
ple prayed, leafleted and read 
inside and outside of the Arse- 


nal Museum. The six inside were 
escorted off the Arsenal. 


Events to Come: 

May 31--Statewide Mobilization 
for Survival Meeting in Ames. 
June 7--Anti-nuclear rally in 
Chicago. 

June 14--Women and War, work- 
shops for women on the draft, 
CO, foreign policy, alterna- 
tives to war. 9:00 am at the 
AFSC, lunch provided. Contact 
Bobbi Welsh, 274-4851. — 

June 20-21--planning meeting 
for August 6-9 actions at SAC 
in Omaha. 

July 18-27--Black Hills Survi- 
val Gathering, contact CW for 
more information. 

August 6-9--Hiroshima, Nagasa- 
ki Commemoration at SAC base 
in Omaha. 


Community: Gary Severin is well 
on his way to Africa. Now we 
have two ex staff persons in- 
ternational: Gary in Ghana and 
Richard Cleaver in Tokyo, Ja- 
pan. Tim Brennan stayed on to 
edit this via pacis. By the 
time most of you receive this 
issue in the mail he witi be 
back in Milwaukee. Goa gives 
so freely and I give up so re- 
luctantly. and most reluctant- 
ly we say goodbye to Peter De- 
Mott, who has left us after 
14 months of good service. It 
happened so fast I'm still 
spinning. Our good friend 
Joyce Glynn informed us of the 
troubles that Omaha has been 
having staffing their houses 
of hospitality. The Omaha CW 
has had a spotty history the 
last four years, recently run- 
ning into some serious staff 
problems. Joyce asked Peter 
to move into the CW with her 
and see if they can bring the 
needed stability and vision 


that the effort so sorely needs. 


‘of the Ligutti House. 
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Gallant Peter, responding to 
his home town's plea, has left 
us only in body, continuing to 
be with us in spirit at the 
Omaha CW. We can only wish 
for Peter and our friends in 
Omaha God's abundant blessings 
in the work we all share in. 

It is a great consolation to 
know that Peter will not be fa: 
from us, and we will continue 
to share directly in the cam- 
paign to convert SAC. We love 
you Peter DeMott: Still with 
us to lend the needed stabili- 
ty to the staff, after so many 
have taken their leave, is 
Steve Marsden. I know it may 
sound strange to those who kncw 
Steve to call him a stabilizirs 
force, but. such is the case. 
Steve is our longest OPE Aba 
off-again staff person here a*: 
the Des Moines CW besides me. - 
Steve's summer project at the 
CW is to repaint the north sid 
For the 
third year now the north side 
paint has pealed off. We are 
having samples of the wood 
checked out by the Vatican to 
see if it might be a relic of 
some kind since paint refuses 
to stay on it. Ever faithful 
Eddy Polich is tending the CW 
garden for the fourth year now 
--Lord send us some good rain2: 
Rev. Bob Cook and Brent Van- 
derlinden are offering limited 
hospitality at the Doyle Han- 
sen House for ex-offenders. 
They already have had a few 
guests. We don't see them as 
often as before for supper 
Since they got their kitchen 


fixed up. Keep them in your 
prayers. Lydia Caros and Fr. 


Bert Wilwerding have moved in 
to the Ligutti House. Lydia 
will be starting her residenc: 
as a doctor at Methodist Hos- 
pital and Bert is between as- 
signments from the diocese an. 
is trying on the CW to see ho 
it feels. Donna Henderson 
and Patience Garvey will also 
be with us for the summer. Ir. 
the neighborhood and often vi. 
Sitors to the houses are Jac-. 
quee Dickey and Mary Berg. Tl« 
are both signed up for summe.: 
classes at Drake. As for me, 
I plan to stay around the city 
for the rest of the summer, 
helping out in hospitality ane 
organizing for the August 6 
and 9 activities in Des Moines 
and at SAC. 


SHALOM HOUSE is an intentional community 
inviting you to participate in an alternative 
way of iife in the spirit of the Catholic Worker. 
During a three week, live-in experience, you 
will share in the work of the house; communal 
meaks, prayer, and the exploration of non- 


violence and the possibility of peace. 


Once 


these issues have been reflected on in light of 
the Gospel and Church teaching, one may confront 
his or her own role as a Christian, a member of 
2 nation and as a global citizen. 


SHALOM HOUSE LIVE-IN 
NO FEE. MINIMUM AGE 20 
JULY 27-AUGUST 16 


APPLY BEFORE cULY 13, 1989 


Shalom Catholic Worker House 
40 S. 13th 

Kansas City, Kansas 66102 
(913) 321-2206 
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